Ideal Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
ISSN (E): 3054-3339
Volume 01, Issue 03, March, 2026

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

HUMOR AND SATIRE AS ARTISTIC
DEVICES IN MARK TWAIN’S SHORT
STORIES

Khalilova Gulmira Abduraup kizi
2 nd Year Master’s Student
University of Economics and Pedagogy,
Karshi city, Republic of Uzbekistan

Abstract

Humor and satire occupy a central place in the literary heritage of Mark Twain,
one of the most prominent figures in American literature. Twain’s short stories
demonstrate a unique combination of wit, irony, and social criticism, allowing
him to depict the realities of nineteenth-century American society with
remarkable vividness. This article examines the artistic role of humor and satire
in Mark Twain’s short stories and analyzes the narrative techniques through
which these devices function. Particular attention is given to Twain’s use of
exaggeration, irony, colloquial language, and comic situations to reveal social
contradictions and human weaknesses. The study demonstrates that humor and
satire in Twain’s works are not merely sources of entertainment but powerful
artistic tools that contribute to social critique and deepen the thematic significance
of his stories.
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Introduction

Humor has long been an integral component of American literary tradition,
reflecting the cultural diversity and social dynamics of the nation. Among the
writers who significantly shaped this tradition, Mark Twain occupies a unique
place. His works combine entertaining narratives with profound observations
about human nature and society. Through humor and satire, Twain exposes
hypocrisy, social inequality, and moral contradictions, making his stories both

220 | Page

r————



Ideal Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
ISSN (E): 3054-3339
Volume 01, Issue 03, March, 2026

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

engaging and intellectually stimulating. The short story genre provided Twain
with an effective platform for expressing his artistic vision. His stories often
depict ordinary situations that gradually reveal deeper social and moral issues.
Humor serves as the primary narrative tool that attracts the reader’s attention,
while satire allows the author to criticize social norms and human behavior.

The purpose of this article is to analyze how humor and satire function as artistic
devices in Mark Twain’s short stories. The study aims to identify the stylistic
techniques through which Twain achieves comic effect and to demonstrate how
these techniques contribute to the broader themes of his works.

Literature Review

Many scholars have examined the role of humor in Mark Twain’s writings.
Literary critics emphasize that Twain’s humor is closely connected with social
criticism and cultural observation. According to Smith (2002), Twain’s humorous
narratives often conceal serious reflections on American society and human
morality. Kaplan (1966) points out that Twain’s satire is directed not only at
individuals but also at institutions, traditions, and social conventions. By
presenting exaggerated or absurd situations, Twain encourages readers to
question accepted norms and recognize the flaws of society.

Other scholars emphasize the linguistic aspect of Twain’s humor. Crystal (2003)
notes that Twain’s use of colloquial speech and regional dialects contributes
significantly to the authenticity and comic effect of his narratives. These
linguistic features allow Twain to create vivid characters and realistic dialogue.
Despite numerous studies on Twain’s works, the artistic interaction between
humor and satire in his short stories continues to attract scholarly interest. This
study seeks to contribute to this discussion by analyzing specific narrative
techniques used by the author.

Methodology

The research employs several methods commonly used in literary analysis:

1. Textual analysis — examination of selected short stories to identify examples
of humor and satire.

2. Stylistic analysis — investigation of narrative techniques such as irony,
exaggeration, and dialogue.
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3. Comparative interpretation — evaluation of how humorous and satirical
elements interact within the narrative structure.

The primary material includes several well-known short stories by Mark Twain,
such as “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” “Advice to Youth,”
and “Cannibalism in the Cars.” These works illustrate different forms of humor
and satire characteristic of Twain’s literary style.

Materials and Discussion

Humor in Twain’s short stories is often based on exaggeration, unexpected
situations, and witty dialogue. These elements create a lively narrative
atmosphere and make the stories accessible to a wide audience. In “The
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” Twain presents a humorous tale
about a gambler who trains a frog to jump. The story’s humor arises from the
narrator’s calm description of an increasingly absurd situation. The contrast
between the narrator’s serious tone and the ridiculous events creates a strong
comic effect.

Exaggeration also plays a significant role in the creation of humor in Mark
Twain’s short stories. As a stylistic device, exaggeration allows the author to
intensify particular traits, behaviors, or situations in order to emphasize their
comic or absurd nature. Twain frequently portrays characters whose actions,
attitudes, or beliefs are deliberately overstated, thereby exposing their
foolishness, vanity, or naivety. Such exaggerated characterization not only
enhances the humorous tone of the narrative but also helps reveal deeper aspects
of human nature. Through exaggeration, Twain is able to transform ordinary
events into memorable comic episodes. Situations that might otherwise appear
trivial become striking and amusing when amplified through the author’s
imaginative storytelling. For instance, seemingly simple anecdotes are expanded
into elaborate narratives in which characters behave in exaggerated ways that
highlight their weaknesses or misunderstandings. This technique encourages
readers to recognize familiar patterns of human behavior while simultaneously
viewing them from a humorous perspective.

Moreover, exaggeration often works in close connection with irony and satire in
Twain’s works. By presenting characters and situations in an exaggerated
manner, Twain subtly draws attention to the contradictions and irrationalities
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present in society. The reader is invited not only to laugh at the characters’
mistakes or absurd actions but also to reflect on the broader social and moral
implications behind them. In this way, exaggeration becomes more than a source
of comic effect; it serves as an artistic tool that deepens the narrative and
reinforces Twain’s critical observation of human behavior.

While humor provides entertainment, satire serves a deeper purpose in Twain’s
stories. Satire allows the author to criticize social conventions, hypocrisy, and
moral shortcomings. For example, in “Advice to Youth,” Twain ironically
presents a series of recommendations for young people. At first glance, the advice
appears humorous and playful, but beneath the comic tone lies a sharp critique of
societal expectations and moral double standards. Similarly, in “Cannibalism in
the Cars,” Twain uses satire to comment on political life and human behavior
during crises. The exaggerated scenario of politicians discussing cannibalism
reveals the absurdity of political rhetoric and human selfishness.

Irony is one of the most important stylistic devices in Twain’s works. Often, the
narrator’s statements convey meanings opposite to their literal interpretation.
This technique creates both humor and satire simultaneously. Language also
contributes significantly to the comic effect. Twain frequently employs colloquial
expressions and regional dialects, which make his characters appear authentic and
relatable. At the same time, these linguistic features enhance the humorous tone
of the narrative.

The artistic strength of Twain’s short stories lies in the interaction between humor
and satire. Humor attracts readers and creates an enjoyable narrative, while satire
introduces critical reflection. Together, these elements transform simple stories
into complex works that address important social and moral issues.

Results

The analysis of Mark Twain’s short stories reveals several key findings:

1. Humor functions as a central narrative device that engages readers and
enhances the entertainment value of the stories.

2. Satire provides a means for social criticism, exposing hypocrisy, injustice, and
irrational behavior.

3. Stylistic techniques such as exaggeration, irony, and colloquial language
strengthen the interaction between humor and satire.

223 |Page

r————



Ideal Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
ISSN (E): 3054-3339
Volume 01, Issue 03, March, 2026

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

4. The combination of these elements allows Twain to present serious social
themes in an accessible and memorable form.

These findings demonstrate that humor and satire are not merely decorative
elements but essential components of Twain’s artistic method.

Conclusion

Mark Twain’s short stories demonstrate the powerful role of humor and satire as
artistic devices in literature. Through witty dialogue, exaggeration, and ironic
narration, Twain creates humorous narratives that entertain readers while
simultaneously encouraging critical reflection.

Satire in Twain’s works serves as a powerful artistic instrument for revealing
social contradictions and exposing the moral shortcomings of individuals and
institutions. Through subtle irony, exaggeration, and humorous narrative
situations, Twain directs the reader’s attention to various aspects of American
society, including hypocrisy, prejudice, political corruption, and narrow-
mindedness. His satirical approach allows him to criticize these social flaws
without adopting an overtly moralizing tone. Instead, Twain presents seemingly
amusing or absurd scenarios that gradually reveal deeper truths about human
behavior and social relationships. By placing ordinary characters in exaggerated
or ironic circumstances, he highlights the inconsistencies between social ideals
and actual human conduct.

Moreover, satire in Twain’s short stories often functions as a form of indirect
social commentary. The humorous surface of the narrative invites readers to
laugh, yet beneath this comic layer lies a critical reflection on the realities of
society. In this way, Twain successfully combines entertainment with intellectual
insight, encouraging readers not only to enjoy the narrative but also to reconsider
established norms and attitudes. His ability to integrate humor with satire enables
him to transform simple anecdotes into meaningful literary works that address
universal human issues and enduring social problems.

The study confirms that the interaction between humor and satire forms the
foundation of Twain’s literary style. These devices allow him to address
important social issues in a manner that is both engaging and thought-provoking.
As a result, Mark Twain remains one of the most influential masters of humorous
and satirical storytelling in American literature.
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